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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted th 


The Committee on the Judiciary, it] 
(S. 1724) for the relief of Elina Branlund, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 
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DercEMBER 5, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This 1s in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1724) for the relief of Elina Bran- 
lund, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Elina Branlund shall be considered to have been 
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of 
its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It would 
also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct 
one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Branlund, nee Putkonen, a citizen of Finland, was born in 
Virtasalmi, Finland, on January 26, 1907. She arrived in the United States 
at the port of New York on December 2, 1946, and was admitted under section 
3(1) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as a cook in the household of the Minister 
of Finland in Washington, D. C., for the duration of her status. This employ- 
ment was terminated on October 1, 1949. A warrant of arrest in deportation 
proceedings was subsequently issued against her, charging that she is illegally 
in the United States in that she has remained in this country after failing to 
maintain the exempt status under which she was admitted. After a hearing 
she was ordered deported on the charge contained in the warrant. Mrs. Bran- 
lund has appealed from this order, which appeal is now pending. 

The alien testified that she left the employment of the Finnish Minister because 
of her marriage to Mr. Frank E. Branlund, a citizen of Finland, on July 20, 1949, 
at Elkton, Md. She stated that she and Mr. Branlund thereafter accepted em- 
ployment on a farm in Loudoun County, Va., leaving there about June 1, 1950, 
to work for Mr. Lamont Du Pont, Jr., in Greenville, Del. She further stated 
that she and her husband separated in September 1950, that she is still employed 
as a maid and seamstress in the Du Pont home, and that she does not know the 
present whereabouts of Mr. Branlund. The alien has no close family ties in this 
country. 

The quota of Finland, to which Mrs. Branlund is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The record fails to present 
any considerations which would justify the enactment of special legislation grant- 
ing her a preference over other nationals of Finland who also desire to obtain the 
benefits of residence in the United States but who, in compliance with the law, 
remain abroad and await their regular turns for the issuance of immigration visas. 
To enact this bill might encourage other aliens to enter this country as nonimmi- 
grants in the hope of being able to adjust their status to permanent residence after 
entry. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure, 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
De puty Altorney General, 


Senator John J. Williams, the author of the bill, submitted the 
following information in connection with the bill: 


Maren 14, 1952. 
Senator Joun J. WrILitamMs, 
United States Senate, 
Wash ington, dD. .. 

Dear Senator WiiitAms: Mrs. Elina Branlund has been employed by me for 
almost 2 years. She is a very capable and trustworthy person and she may 
remain in my employ for the remainder of her natural life if she so desires. 

Mrs. Branlund has now been in this country for more than 5 years and there 
is no doubt that her entry was in a legal manner. Had she needed an immigration 
visa. she would have awaited her turn and by this time it is quite possible she 
would have gotten it and there would be no doubt as to her legal status. Because 
she was in a position where an immigration visa was not necessary for her entry 
into this country, to send her back now would create a hardship on her because, 
dee to the oversubscribed Finland quota, she would have to wait for several years 
betore she could come back. 

Since this is not a case where Mrs. Branlund came into this country illegally, 
I feel that to enact this bill would not encourage other aliens to enter and adjust 
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their status afterward as I do not believe there are many immigrants who could 
enter as Mrs. Branlund did. 

Since Mrs. Branlund’s entry into the country was unquestionably legal, it 
would seem to me that this is quite an unusual case and that the Senate Sub- 
committee on Immigration should reconsider the bill. 

Very truly yours, 
LamMMoT pu Pont Jr. 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., July 19, 1941. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear CHAIRMAN McCarran: I have your letter of July 11, 1951, requesting 
certain information on my bill S. 1724 for the relief of Mrs. Elina Branlund. The 
answers to the five questions submitted in your letter of acknowledgment are as 
follows insofar as information in my files discloses: 

(1) The circumstances surrounding the entry of the person to the United States. 
Mrs. Elina Branlund, nee Putkonen entered the United States in December 


1946 when she arrived from Finland to assume the position of cook in the house- 
hold of Dr. K. T. Jutila, the Minister of Finland to the United States. 


(2) The present activities of such person. 
At the present time Mrs. Branlund is acting as cook and maid in the household 


of Mr. Lammot du Pont, Jr., Greenville, Del., where she has resided since July 
1, 1950. 


(3) How such person is presently earning a living, or whether dependent on some 
other person for support. 


She is employed as cook and maid by the above. 


(4) Whether or not such person is engaged in any activities, political or otherwise 
injurious to the American public interest. 

Mr. Lammot du Pont, Jr. advised me that during the time he has known Mrs. 
Branlund her conduct and character have been beyond reproach and that she 
may remain in his employ as long as she desires. The vice consul of Finland, Mr. 
George E. Ervast, Legation of Finland, 1900 Twenty-fourth Street NW, Washing- 
ton, D. C., also attests to her character and integrity. 


(5) Has such person been convicted of an offe nse under any Federal or State la pan 1 
if so, what offense? 

My files do not disclose any information as to whether or not she has been 
convicted of an offense under any Federal or State law 

In this connection, I am attaching the following Gocuments 

(1) Statement of Mr. George E. Ervast, vice consul, Legation of Finland, 1900 
Twentv-Fourth Street NW., Washington 8, D. C 

(2) Statement of Mr. Lammot du Pont, Jr. of Greenville, Del 

(3) Statement of Mr. C. du Pont Weir. 

(4) Statement of Mrs. Ralph Morris; all of these statements attest to the 
character and integrity of Mrs. Branlund and the one from the vice consul of 
Finland explains the circumstances which brought her to the United States. 

I trust that this information will enable your committee to take appropriate 
action. 

Yours sincer ly, 


Enclosures. 


Wi } gion 8, D. ¢ Tua wo] 
To Whom Tt Vay Concern: 

I am pleased to hereby state that | have personally known Mrs. Elina Branlund, 
nee Putkonen, for the last 4% years, i. e., since December 1946 when she ar- 
rived from Finland to assume the position of cook in the household of Dr. K. 
T. Jutila, the then Finnish Minister to the United States She remained in 


> 


the Minister’s employ until September 30, 1949, and I know for a fact that 
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during her entire period of service she was highly regarded and esteemed for 
her skill as cook as well as for her exemplary conduct and pleasing personality. 

[ am happy to hear that she is equally well liked by her present employer, 
Mrs. Lammot DuPont, Greenville, Del. It is my honest opinion that Mrs 
Branlund is fully deserving of any favorable consideration that may be accorded 
her 

Georce EF. Ervast, 
Vice Cor il 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1724) should be enacted. 
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